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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 11883 290840Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO DOE- 15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 OMB-01 PM-05 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 
TRSE-00 ACDA-12 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 
DOEE-OO /110W 

108769 290843Z/17 

O 290829Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8559 
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 11883 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRGEG 

SUBJECT: FIRE AT AMOCO'S RAS SHUKAIR TERMINAL 
REF: (A) CAIRO 11822, (B) CAIRO 1 1792 

1 . AMOCO/EGYPT DUTY OFFICER TOLD US MORNING APRIL 29 
THAT FIRE AT RAS SHUKAIR TERMINAL HAS NOW ALMOST BURNED 
ITSELF OUT. ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT REACHED 

RAS SHUKAIR AFTERNOON APRIL 28 AND WAS USED THROUGH NIGHT 
TO CONTROL FIRE. AS RESULT OF FIRE, ALL OF AMOCO'S 
FIELDS IN GULF OF SUEZ HAVE BEEN SHUT IN. AMOCO ESTIMATES 
AT LEAST "FEW DAYS" WILL BE REQUIRED TO ASSESS DAMAGE, 
MAKE NECESSARY REPAIRS, AND GET PRODUCTION STARTED AGAIN. 

2. PROBABLE CAUSE OF FIRE NOW APPEARS TO BE ERROR ON 
PART OF TWO EGYPTIAN EMPLOYEES MENTIONED REFTELS WHO 
BROKE COMPANY RULES AND DROVE PICK UP INTO FIRE WALL 
ENCLOSURE. TRUCK IGNITION MAY HAVE STARTED FIRE, BUT 
THIS IS ONLY TENTATIVE JUDGMENT UNTIL COMPANY CAN GET 
TO DAMAGED TANKS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 11883 290840Z 


3. EGPC CHAIRMAN RAMZI T.ETTY HAS BEEN ON THE SCENE 
SINCE EARLY APRIL 28 DIRECTING FIREFIGHTING OPERATIONS. 

HE AND AMOCO MANAGEMENT TEAM NOW SCHEDULED RETURN TO 
CAIRO APRIL 30 AND WE WILL GET FULLER REPORT FROM THEM 
ON CAUSES AND DAMAGE. FJI.TS 
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